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RI;BBI RADINSKY, CANTOR DEAN, PARENTS, FAMILY, AND FRIENDS

I AM PRIVILEGED TO HAVE MY BAR MITZVAH ON THE SABBATH WHEN WE READ THE
TORAH PORTION TETZAVEH. 1IN TETZAVEH THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL WERE COMMANDED
TO BURN A LAMP IN THE TEMPLE FOR EVER THROUGHOUT THEIR GENERATIONS. TAKE
NOTICE FOR A MOMENT OF THE LIGHT TO MY RIGHT AND SUSPENDED FROM THE CEILING
ABOVE THE ARK. THIS NER TAMID REPRESENTS THE SAME EVERLASTING LIGHT TALKED
ABOUT IN TETZAVEH.

FOR 3 THOUSAND YEARS THIS LIGHT HAS NOT BEEN EXTINGUISHED. OUR RABBIS
HAVE TOUGHT US THAT THIS INEXTINGUISHABLE LIGHT SYMBOLIZES ISRAEL'S ROLE IN
THE WORLD--TO BE A LIGHT UNTO THE NATIONS. AND THE BEST WAY FOR ME TO PREPARE
FOR THAT ROLE IS TO ATTEND A JEWISH ORTHODOX DAY SCHOOL, AND I AM PROUD TO

BE A PRODUCT OF THE HEBREW ACADEMY.
BY SENDING ME THERE MY PARENTS ARE MAKING A STRONG STATEMENT TO ME ABOUT

WHAT THEY EXPECT ME TO BE. AND THE MESSAGE I GET ON A DAILY BASIS IS THAT
IT'S JUST AS IMPORTANT FOR ME TO DEVELOP INTO A GOOD JEW AS IT IS A GOOD,
WELL EDUCATED PERSON.

THOSE TWO OBJECTIVES HAVE EQUAL PRIORITIES IN MY HOME. BEING A GOOD
JEW IS A LOT MORE THAN LEARNING WHAT BLESSING TO SAY OVER VARIOUS FOODS.
BEING A GOOD JEW. IS MORE DIFFUCULT THAN JUST BEING A GOOD PERSON. BEING A
GOOD JEW MEANS LEARNING AND PRACTICING JEWISH VALUES--VALUES THAT ARE DIFFERENT
FROM SECULAR VALUES. THE VALUES I GAIN FROM LEARNING ABOUT THE SABBATH ARE:
THE IMPORTANCE OF REST TO OUR MENTAL AND PHYSICAL WELL BEING. MANY RELIGIONS
HAVE A SABBATH WHEN PEOPLE DON'T WORK BUT DO THEY FOLLOW G-D'S EXAMPLE OF
RESTING? JEWISH VALUES ABOUT HOW WE TREAT OTHER PEOPLE EVEN ANIMALS CAN BE
LEARNED BY STUDYING JEWISH LAW. WHAT ABOUT THE HIGH ESTEEM IN WHICH WE HOLD
THE WOMEN IN OUR FAMILIES? JEWISH VALUES TEACH US RIGHT FROM WRONG NOT MERELY
WHATS PREFERABLE OR MORE COMFORTABLE, WHO TO MARRY AND WHO NOT TO MARRY AND

NOT JUST TO GIVE CHARITY BUT HOW MUCH TO GIVE.
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3 SHOWING SOLIDARITY WITH THE JEWS OF RUSSIA IN THE FORM OF TWINNING AS
I AM WITH MAXIM KELMAN IS A PRIME EXAMPLE OF EXERCISING JEWISH VALUES BY HIGH-
LIGHTING INJUSTICES IN THE WORLD AND DOING SOMETHING ABOUT THEM.

LEARNING ABOUT MY ROOTS AND HERITAGE IS THE ONLY WAY TO ACHIEVE SUCCESS
IN THE SECULAR WORLD. BEING CONFIDANT OF MY ROLE AMONG OTHER PEOPLE WILL ENABLE
ME TO MINGLE AMONG THEM MORE EASILY. INSECURE FEELINGS OF WISHING I WERE SOME-
ONE ELSE INSURES FAILURE.

AS ONE APPROACHES THE TORAH TO RECEIVE AN ALIYAH HE CHANTS..."ASHER
BACHARBANU MICOL HAAMIM." “WE HAVE BEEN CHOSEN FROM ALL OTHER NATIONS." HOW
CAN WE BE A LIGHT TO THE OTHER NATIONS WHEN WE FOLLOW THEIR STANDARDS?

OUR JEWISH RITUALS VALUES AND HERITAGE ARE VITAL AND I'M FORTUNATE TO
ATTEND A SCHOOL WHERE THEY ARE AS IMPORTANT AS GENERAL STUDIES. THE ACADEMY
IS LIKE AN INSURANCE POLICY ON JEWISH SURVIVAL.

I AM BLESSED TO HAVE THREE GREAT GRANDPARENTS HERE TODAY: ZAYDE, BUBBIE,
AND PAPPA. I'LL ALWAYS CHERISH THE MEMORY OF NANA AND PAPPA GRABER, NANA
KOLKER, AND GRANDPA PHIL WHO WERE SUCH A BEAUTIFUL PART OF MY LIFE. GRANDMA
LORRAINE AND GRANDMA LIBBIE ARE COMMONLY USED NAMES IN OUR HOUSE AND I KNOW
THEY WOULD BE PROUD OF ME TODAY. GRANDPA ELLIOT AND GRANDMA JOAN, THANKS FOR
BEING TWO WONDERFUL GRANDPARENTS.

TO OUR FRIENDS AND FAMILY, I'M SO GLAD YOU CAME TO SHARE THIS SIMCHA
WITH ME.

I WOULD LIKE TO SPEND A MOMENT TO SAY A FEW WORDS ABOUT UNCLE KARL GENE
AND AUNT BETTY WHO CANNOT BE HERE TODAY. I PRAY THAT G-D SHOW GREAT COMPASSION
TO AUNT BETTY IN ALLLOWING HER TO LIVE AS COMFORTABLY AND AS DIGNIFIED AS
POSSIBLE, AND THAT G-D CONTINUE TO GIVE UNCLE K.G. THE STRENGTH TO CARE FOR
HER AND TO EASE HIS GREAT BURDEN IN LIFE.

TO RABBI RADINSKY, CANTOR DEAN, AND MY TEACHERS AT THE HEBREW ACADEMY
GO MY GRATITUDE FOR YOUR PATIENT EFFORTS IN MY INSTRUCTION.

IN CLOSING I WOULD LIKE ABIGAIL, LIBBIE, MOM, AND DAD TO KNOW HOW PROUD
I AM TO BE YOUR BROTHER AND SON; AND, MY BAR MITZVAH PRAYER IS FOR ME TO BE

A SOURCE OF LIGHT---A NER TAMID---TO MY FAMILY AND CLAL YISRAEL.




